THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY   VIII

if there fall alliance, I would be loath to see; wherefore I see no
way to eschew all dangers and perils, and to recompense me for
withholding of mine inheritance1 (which, if .1 would be slack in,
my subjects would murmur at), but to make this amity during
our lives, and one year after, paying yearly as above rehearsed:
which amity once granted, the alliance should not be refused, nor
no other thing which, with my honour saved, I might da. Say-
ing furthermore to him, that if I might demand, with my honour,
any less, or take any less offer (seeing his master is so well minded
to the foresaid alliance and amity), I would be ghul to do it2
at his request; but less than this it cannot stand with my honour,
nor my subjects will not be content that I should take.

My lord, I showed him furthermore, that if be thought we
might trust to have this end> I would be content th;u you and
they should commune on all other articles concerning the amity
and marriage, till we might have absolute answer1 in that behalf
for lessening of time. To which he answered, that he could not
assure me thereof, but that he trusted* seeing my demands were
so reasonable, that his master would agree thereto. On trust
hereon we will that you begin to pen the residue of the articles
as soon as you can. And thus fare you well.

Written with the hand of your loving master,

HENRY R.

The successful prosecution of the war of 1513 and the achieve-
ment of the peace of 1514 were mainly due to the ability and
exertions of Henry's chief adviser Thomas Wolsey, who had first
emerged into prominence in 1511, and was already in 151*} Bishop
of Lincoln and Archbishop of York, From 1514 until 1529 he
was supreme in church and state, in foreign and domestic policy*
In 1515 he was made a cardinal, and became Lord Chancellor of
the realm. Henry, it is true, supervised personally all the political
business of his kingdom, but administrative power, as also the
power to guide and influence his ideas and decisions, was con-
centrated in Wolsey.

1 i.e. the crown of France,   cf. p. 31 ff,

3 Rymer reads that

s Rymer reads assurance
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